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Community Members Gather for Prayer Breakfast to Address Violence

The Camphor Council for Community Development’s (CCCD) recent prayer breakfast drew representatives from the city, clergy, the Philadelphia police department, and community activists, all agreeing to work together to address problems of violence in the West Philadelphia Haddington community.

Over 40 people attended the by-invitation prayer breakfast, held on Tuesday, April 4, at the Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church at 56th and Wyalusing Ave. The breakfast was the precursor to a larger daylong Conference on Violence in the Community, scheduled for Saturday, June 24, also at the church.

“We received encouragement from everyone,” said Bill Adams, CCCD member who provided opening remarks for the breakfast. “We’re hoping this will spark other groups and that there will be a lot more participation by churches in a leadership role.”

“This breakfast is the first step in preparing for our Conference that will address the many forms of violence that are occurring in the Haddington community, as well as action plans to increase safety for our families and neighbors,” said Rev. Laurie Ann Rookard, senior pastor of Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church.

Rookard is also president of the CCCD. The breakfast and upcoming conference is a joint project of the CCCD and Camphor Church.

Bilal Qayyum, of Men United for a Better Philadelphia, attended the breakfast and will be a presenter at the upcoming conference. He and his group have been working for several years to combat violence in the city, especially among youth.

He said he believes the violence and other anti-social behaviors has several causes, including “lack of hope, no (job) opportunities … lack of strong parent-child relationships, not enough men in households and the availability of guns.”

Qayyum says that as more institutions get involved in trying to resolve these problems, the more effective will be their solutions. And, “instilling more spiritual values in families is really part of the long term solution,” he said.
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There are no quick solutions, said Qayyum, who has committed a great deal of his time, talents and resources in these pursuits. 

The Camphor Community will be partnering with other neighborhood and citywide organizations, including the House of Umoja and its founders, David and Queen Mother Fattah.ouHHHouse of Umoja HHHHHHHHHHHHH

Prior to the June conference, there will be a peace march throughout the Haddington neighborhood in West Philadelphia, to bring attention to the need for everyone’s involvement in this effort.

The Camphor Council for Community Development is the non-profit arm of the church’s ministry. The organization has developed development housing in the area including rehabilitating the Brooks School, now the Camphor-Brooks Senior Apartments.
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